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PURPOSE OF ECOB
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INSPIRE ENCOURAGE PROMOTE REPRESENT SPONSOR HOST



TIMELINE 

Engineers Club

1929

Engineering Council 
of Birmingham and 
Jefferson County

1931

Engineering Council 
of Birmingham 
Incorporated

1950s

First Engineer of the 
Year award

1966

ECOB Foundation, 
Inc. was established

1968

First Young Engineer 
of the Year award
 

1970

First Distinguished 
Service Award

1994

First Leadership 
Award

2001

First Educator of the 
Year award

2004



OUR SPONSORS



2023-2024 LEADERSHIP

PRESIDENT

Jeanne Otts
Retired from Southern Company

VICE PRESIDENT

Brandy McKinney
Girls, Inc. 

SECRETARY

Brinkley Wood & Adrienne Hall

The University of Alabama

TREASURER

Michelle Ballew

Christy/Cobb, Inc.

PAST PRESIDENT

Tiffany Borden

Alabama Power Company

FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

Reginald Murchison
Retired from Alabama Power

FOUNDATION TREASURER

Michelle Ballew
Christy/Cobb, Inc.



Engineering Council of Birmingham Awards

(Distinguished Service, Educator of the Year, Young 

Engineering of the Year, Engineer of the Year)

UAB and UA Engineering Student Awards

(Graduate and Undergraduate)

Engineering Council of Birmingham

Scholarship Award Recipients

ORDER OF AWARDS
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UA STUDENT OF THE 

YEAR
Undergraduate
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LACEY

BELDON
Aerospace Engineering

4.0 GPA

President’s List

18th out of 69 teams at the 2023 NASA 

Student Launch Competition 

Post-graduation goal of working for Airbus 
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CORRE

WYMANN
Architectural Engineering

Research focused on engineering machine 

learning software design

Former president of Technology Student 

Association 

Mentored and tutored numerous students in 

STEM
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OLIVIA 

COLE
Chemical & Biological Engineering

BioTran intern for the HudsonAlpha Institute 

for Biotechnology 

Research focused on neurodegenerative 

diseases with an intense focus on biochemical 

reactions 

Silver medal winner for UA in ballroom 

dancing 
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CHARLES

CROUSE
Civil Engineering

Dr. Daniel S. Turner Alabama Student Civil 

Engineer of the Year

Active in American Society of Civil Engineers 

(ASCE)

Theta Chi, Chi Epsilon, Alpha Lambda Delta, & 

Carol A. Elliot Honor societies 



33

HUNTER GRACE

FAIRFAX
Computer Science

Current president and member of UA’s Society 

of Women Engineers (SWE) – former 

newsletter committee head and webmaster

STEM Path to MBA

Former intern at KEYSYS, Altec and Motion 
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MICAH 

NISHIHIRA
Cyber Security 

Mentor and officer of Crimson Defense team

Creator of challenges for UA Capture the Flag 

competitions 

189th out of 4,672 teams in the National Cyber 

League competition 

National Cyber Scholar
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ANIKA

CHO
Electrical Engineering

2022 National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration Hollings Scholarship winner

Research focused on acoustic methods and 

technologies to advance ocean exploration 

One of 12 to receive the Mitchell Scholarship 

at University College Cork in Ireland 
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GEORGIA

HERR
Environmental Engineering

National Merit Scholar

Member of UA’s Young Water Professionals, 

Alpha Omega Epsilon and the Technical 

Science Sorority 

Mentor for annual STEM Showcase 
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KATERINA

WERKHAVEN
Mechanical Engineering

Current president of UA’s American Society of 

Mechanical Engineers (ASME)

Completed a two-term internship with BMW 

Motorcycles 

Minor in Computer Science and STEM Path to 

MBA
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MILES

JOHNSON
Metallurgical Engineering

4.0 GPA

Recipient of Foundry Educational Foundation 

(FEF) metal-casting scholarship

Founded a martial arts school 

Post-graduation goal of earning a PhD and 

becoming a UA professor 
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UA STUDENT OF

THE YEAR OVERALL 

UNDERGRADUATE 

WINNER

Anika 

Cho
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UA STUDENT OF THE 

YEAR
Graduate
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JENNIFER

BAGGETT
Aerospace Engineering

Member of the Public Engagement Learning 

Community and Emerging Scholars 

Community programs 

Works to introduce technology and STEM to K-

3rd grade students

B.S. in biology, chemistry, biomedical 

engineering, mathematics, psychology and 

film studies 
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ALEXANDRA

AVERA
Chemical & Biological Engineering

Earned her M.S. in chemical engineering

Inventor on two provisional patents

Recipient of UA’s Outstanding Graduate 

Student, Outstanding Teaching Assistant, and 

Outstanding Service to the Department awards 
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TOLULOPE

SANNI
Civil Engineering

Served on the Committee on Professional 

Career Growth of the American Society of 

Civil Engineers (ASCE)

Research focused on data solutions to enhance 

human performances

Post-graduation goal of improving global 

natural disaster resilience 
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MYLES

LEWIS
Computer Science

Regional executive leader at the National 

Society of Black Engineers (NSBE)

Works in the Human-Technology Interaction 

Lab at UA

Published multiple papers on technical 

training procedures and the analysis of 

quantitative and qualitative data
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LAUREN 

ERVIN
Electrical Engineering

Completed a co-op with the National Security 

Agency 

Post-graduation goal of becoming a robotics 

researcher

B.S. in electrical and computer engineering 

Lab manager of the Embedded and Robotic 

Systems lab and researcher in Agile Robotics 

lab
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VAMSI KRISHNA

UNDAVALLI
Mechanical Engineering

Member of American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers (ASME), American Institute of 

Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) and the 

Royal Aeronautical Society 

Completed a M.S. in aircraft propulsion and a 

B.S. in aerospace engineering

Current graduate teaching assistant and 

graduate research assistant 
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RAJYASHREE

LENKA
Metallurgical Engineering

Completed a B.S. and M.S. at the National 

Institute of Technology in Rourkela, India

Worked as a senior engineer at Kohler Co. in 

India

Currently serves as vice president of the 

Indian Student Association of Tuscaloosa and 

treasurer of the UA Vedic Society 
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UA STUDENT OF

THE YEAR OVERALL

GRADUATE WINNER

Alexandra

Avera
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Thank you!



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDECOB SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS



SKYLER CARRILLO

HIGH SCHOOL: Hewitt Trussvi lle High Sc hool

UNIVERSITY: Tuskegee University 

DEGREE: Mechanical Engineering

MEMBER: National Soc iety of  Black Engineers 

(NSBE), American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers (ASME) and Tuskegee Track Team 

INTERN/WORK: Nucor Steel 



JEREMIAH HAMPTON

HIGH SCHOOL: Thompson High School

UNIVERSITY: The University of  Alabama

DEGREE: Mechanical Engineering

MEMBER: National Society of Black 

Engineers (NSBE), Bridge and the Black 

Student Union (BSU)



KELBY TAYLOR

HIGH SCHOOL: Thompson High School

UNIVERSITY: Tuskegee University 

DEGREE: Computer Engineering

MEMBER: National Honor Society, Beta 

Club, Math Honor Society, Spanish Honor 

Society, Ambassador and Football Team



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDDISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD
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STEFANIE FUNK

NOMINATED BY: International Society of 

Automation (ISA)

EDUCATION: B.S. in Chemical Engineering and 

Mathematics, The University of Alabama| M.B.A., 

The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: BBP

CURRENT POSITION: Director of  Automation
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J. GASTON LARGE III

NOMINATED BY: The University of Alabama 

Capstone Engineering Society 

EDUCATION: B.S. in Computer Engineering, The 

University of  Alabama| Executive M.B.A., Auburn 

University

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Alabama Power Company

CURRENT POSITION: Engineering Supervisor 
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JANIE B. MAUTER

NOMINATED BY: Alabama Society of Professional 

Engineers (ASPE)

EDUCATION: B.S. in Civil Engineering, The 

University of  Alabama

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Barge Design Solutions 

CURRENT POSITION: Project Manager



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

J. Gaston

Large, III

PRESENTATION TITLE 58



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDEDUCATOR OF THE 
YEAR



60

CHRIS S. CRAWFORD

NOMINATED BY: The University of Alabama 

Capstone Engineering Society

EDUCATION: B.S. in Computer Sc ience, The 

University of  Alabama | Ph.D. in Human-Centered 

Computing, University of  Florida 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: The University of Alabama

CURRENT POSITION: Associate Professor 
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ARUP GHOSH

NOMINATED BY: The Institute of  Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers (IEEE)

EDUCATION: B.S. in Information Tec hnology, West 

Bengal University of Technology | M.S. in 

Computer Engineering, G.C. in Advanced 

Quantitative Methods and Ph.D. in Computer 

Science, University of  Central Florida 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Jacksonvil le State University 

CURRENT POSITION: Assistant Professor 
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MUHAMMAD M. SHERIF

NOMINATED BY: American Society of Civil 

Engineers (ASCE) 

EDUCATION: B.S., United Arab Emirates University 

| M.S., Carnegie Mellon University | Ph.D., 

University of  Virginia 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: The University of Alabama 

at Birmingham 

CURRENT POSITION: Assistant Professor 



EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

Dr. Arup Ghosh
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDYOUNG ENGINEER OF 
THE YEAR



65

AT TRICE DAVON ELDER

NOMINATED BY: American Society of Civil 

Engineers (ASCE)

EDUCATION: B.S. in Civil Engineering, Auburn 

University 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Barge Design Solutions 

CURRENT POSITION: Transportation Engineer
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CHARLIE LEDOUX

NOMINATED BY: International Society of 

Automation (ISA) 

EDUCATION: B.S. in Chemical Engineering, 

Mississippi State University 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Yates Engineers, LLC

CURRENT POSITION: Instrumentation and Controls 

(I&C) Engineer
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KATIE MCGUYER

NOMINATED BY: Society of  Women Engineers 

(SWE)

EDUCATION: B.S. in Civil Engineering, The 

University of  Alabama | M.S., University of  South 

Alabama 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Volkert

CURRENT POSITION: Project Manager 
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DR. KATHRYN O’HARRA

NOMINATED BY: The University of Alabama 

Capstone Engineering Society 

EDUCATION: B.S., M.S. and Ph.D. in Chemical 

Engineering and B.S. in Dance, The University of 

Alabama 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: The University of Alabama

CURRENT POSITION: Assistant Professor 
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DANIEL T. WHITAKER

NOMINATED BY: American Society of Heating, 

Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers 

(ASHRAE)

EDUCATION: B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and 

MBA, The University of Alabama 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Schneider Electric 

CURRENT POSITION: Mechanical Engineer



YOUNG ENGINEER OF THE YEAR

Dr. Kathryn 

O’Harra

PRESENTATION TITLE 70



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDENGINEER OF THE 
YEAR
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DR. RODNEY COLLINS

NOMINATED BY: American Society of Civil 

Engineers (ASCE)

EDUCATION: B.S. and M.S., University of  Alaska | 

Ph.D., University of  Oklahoma 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Building & Earth 

CURRENT POSITION: Project Engineer
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JANIE B. MAUTER

NOMINATED BY: Alabama Society of Professional 

Engineers (ASPE)

EDUCATION: B.S. in Civil Engineering, The 

University of  Alabama

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Barge Design Solutions 

CURRENT POSITION: Project Manager
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DR. WALTER SCHOEL III

NOMINATED BY: The University of Alabama 

Capstone Engineering Society 

EDUCATION: B.S. and Ph.D. in Civil Engineering, 

The University of Alabama 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Schoel Engineering 

CURRENT POSITION: CEO and Chief  Engineer
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DAVID WALSH

NOMINATED BY: International Society of 

Automation (ISA) 

EDUCATION: B.S. in Electrical Engineering, Auburn 

University 

CURRENT EMPLOYER: Process Automation and 

Simulation Services (PASS) 

CURRENT POSITION: Owner and President 



ENGINEER OF THE YEAR

Janie B. Mauter

76



KEYNOTE SPEAKER

JODY SINGER
Director, Retired | Marshall Space Flight Center 

(NASA)



LEADERSHIP AWARD

JODY SINGER
Director, Retired | Marshall Space Flight Center 

(NASA)



SPECIAL THANKS

The Engineering Council 

of Birmingham is especially grateful 

to those who supported ECOB this 

past year and for your participation 

in helping make tonight’s program 

a success.

Our sincere thanks to the many 

organizations and individuals for 

their donations and in-kind services.
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